ANALYSING AUSTRALIAN HISTORY

Fig. 5.3 How it all came about

So, what on earth is Australia doing fighting a Australia is a loyal member of the British
in a war that is thousands of kilometres Empire and so if Britain is at war then
away that clearly has nothing to do with it? Australia too is automatically at war.

Because Germany invaded Belgium. Britain
had a treaty with Belgium, promising

__§
I/ to defend it if it was attacked.

So, why is Britain at war?

No, definitely not. It was the occasion for the

i 5
5o, isithis the real reason for the Wars beginning of the war, not the real reason.

3 Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated on
So, why did the war come in August 19147 28 June. This led to a series of events over the next
I/ five weeks that ended up with Germany's action.
a

No, it was because all the major powers were linked
to each other in alliances. This meant if one of them
/ went to war, the others would all be dragged in.

So, the war came about because Archduke
Franz Ferdinand was assassinated?

Britain, France and Russia were in the

So, what were these alliances? —% Triple Entente, while Germany, Austria
/ and Italy were in the Triple Alliance.
So, that's it, because of the ——) No, the various powers were rivals before 1914
alliances, the assassination dragged because of tensions caused by economics, fear
everybody in to the war? over each other’s military power, and jealousy
I/ over their empires around the world. This is
why they formed defensive alliances.
So, the tension and rivalry in Europe led to the
creation of rival alliances. The assassination
of June 1914 led to these alliances dragging —_ Yes, that's it!

all the powers into a war by early August.
Germany’s invasion of Belgium led to Britain
going to war. As a loyal member of the Empire,
Australia was immediately at war as well?

How did the Australians react to news of the outbreak of war in August 19147
As explained earlier, it was taken for granted that Australia would give immediate support to

Britain in the war with Germany. The Australian Prime Minister, Joseph Cook, stated at the time:

Whatever happens, Australia is part of the Empire right to the
full. When the Empire is at war, S0 is Australia at war.




